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Maritime Security in Southeast Asia

Edited by Kwa Chong Guan and John K. Skogan. London and New York:
Routledge, Regional Security in Asia Series, 2007. i—xiii. pp. 224. Contents,
Notes on contributors, Preface, List of abbreviations, Bibliography, Index.

This edited volume deals with issues and dimensions related to maritime
security in Southeast Asia. This is of considerable interest and relevance
both from scholarly and policy-making perspectives. The contributors are
scholars based in Southeast Asia and a limited number of European based
scholars. The volume is the end product of a two-workshop process. The
volume is structured in the following way.

The volume is divided into five parts and fifteen chapters. The five
parts are "Introduction", "Challenges", "Responses", "Comments and
reflections", and "Afterword". Chapter 1 by Anders C. Sjaastad analyses the
Southeast Asian sea-lanes of communication and security options (pp.
1-13). Chapter 2 by Barry Desker discusses the safety of navigation in the
Malacca Strait (pp. 14—18). Chapter 3 by Joshua Ho analyses the importance
and security of regional sea-lanes (pp. 21-33). Chapter 4 by W. Lawrence S.
Prabhakar is devoted to the regional dimension of territorial and maritime
disputes in Southeast Asia (pp. 34-48). Chapter 5 by Ralf Emmers analyses
the maritime disputes in the South China Sea (pp. 49—61). Chapter 6 by
Catherine Zara Raymond is devoted to piracy in the waters of Southeast
Asia (pp. 62—77). Chapter 7 by Arabinda Acharya studies the threat of
maritime terrorism in Southeast Asia (pp. 78-93). Chapter 8 by Sam
Bateman analyses the possibilities of creating order at sea in Southeast Asia
(pp. 97-116). Chapter 9 by Robert Beckman studies the issue of
Archipelagic sea-lanes passage in Southeast Asia (pp. 117—133). Chapter 10
by Christian-Marius Stryken is devoted to the Regional Maritime Security
Initiative of the United States of America (USA) and its grand strategy on
Southeast Asia (pp. 134—-145). In chapter 11 Jan Georg Christophersen
studies satellite-based tracking of ships as a global crime control (pp. 146—
161). Chapter 12 by Gunnar Stelsvik is devoted to flags of convenience and
its impact on combating crime at sea (pp. 162—174). Chapter 13 by John K.
Skogan analyses the challenges of terrorism at sea (pp. 177-188). In
Chapter 14 Kwa Chong Guan reflects on the changing maritime security
environment (pp. 189—197). Finally, in Chapter 15 Tay Lim Heng discusses
the importance of shipping and the challenges ahead (pp. 201-204).

Despite the fact that the volume is the end result of a two-workshop
process it lacks in coherence and the contributions are uneven in quality.
The most surprising feature is that there is no introduction outlining the
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rationale and structure of the volume. In fact neither of the two chapters in
the "Introduction" are intended to outline the structure nor to provide an
overall theme and approach of the volume. There is also no concluding
chapter summarising the main findings of the volume. Thus, although the
various contributions do address a multitude of relevant aspects and
dimension the volume as a whole lacks in cohesion.

The chapters do vary in depth and in quality as compared to the
existing literature in the field. Chapters 8 and 9 by Sam Bateman and Robert
Beckham stand-out as the most coherent and also those that best relate to
existing research in their respective fields, i.e. order at sea and archipelagic
sea-lanes passage, respectively. There are also directly related to the
Southeast Asian region. Chapter 6 by Catherine Zara Raymond is also a
good overview of the piracy in waters of Southeast Asia. Moving to
chapters of mixed quality, Chapter 3 by Joshua Ho is a good overview on
the importance of the sea-lanes in the region but the fact that the author has
opted to specifically highlight Norwegian shipping although it is not the
major shipping nations in the area is odd (pp. 21-22). Chapter 5 by Ralf
Emmers is overall a good overview of maritime disputes in the South China
Sea with one major weakness namely that the disputes between China and
Vietnam that caused major tensions in the 1990s are largely overlooked in
the chapter. The weak chapters include Chapter 4 dealing regional
dimension of territorial and maritime disputes in Southeast Asia that fails to
properly identify the existing disputes and also the progress made in
addressing territorial disputes made by Vietnam in the 1990s and 2000s.
Chapter 7 on the maritime terrorist threat in Southeast Asia is stronger on
factual information but features the actions of Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Elam (LTTE) in Sri Lanka prominently, and the relevance of the LTTE in
the Southeast Asian context is not established. In other words the chapter
lacks in relevance for the Southeast Asian region.

An observation relating to the contributions of the European based
scholars is that they are all from Norway and their contributions—although
of general relevance—all display none or very limited linkage to the
Southeast Asian region. The fact that they are all Norwegian is
understandable since funding from Norway made the workshops possible,
but the lack of Southeast Asian expertise ought to have been addressed.

Another observation that among the non-Norwegians all except three
are based at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Nanyang
Technological University, Singapore. In addition Catherine Zara Raymond
was formerly with this institution. The remaining two contributors—Robert
Beckman and Tay Lim Heng—are both based in Singapore. This situation
gives the impression that regional expertise beyond the Rajaratnam School
of International Studies has largely been overlooked.
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The volume had the potential to be a very solid contribution to
scholarship in a very relevant field and on relevant topics. Unfortunately, a
combination of weaknesses outlined in this review have resulted in a final
product that lacks in coherence, that is partly weak, and that partly lacks in
relevance for the Southeast Asian region that is supposed to be the focus of
attention. Given that the volume is the end product of a two-workshop
process it ought to have been possible to avoid the weaknesses outlined in
this review.

Ramses Amer
Stockholm University, Stockholm, Sweden

October 2008

121



	Maritime Security in Southeast Asia
	Edited by Kwa Chong Guan and John K. Skogan. London and New York: Routledge, Regional Security in Asia Series, 2007. i–xiii. pp. 224. Contents, Notes on contributors, Preface, List of abbreviations, Bibliography, Index. 


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.440 841.680]
>> setpagedevice


